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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 08/08/2005. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-8 and 10-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Goldstein et al (US Patent No, 6,928,244). 

Regarding claims 1 , 8, 16, 17, 22 and 28, referring to Figures 6 and 7, Goldstein 
teaches an optical add/drop multiplexing apparatus (i.e., wavelength add-drop device 
700, Fig. 6) comprising: 

a photonic switching fabric (i.e., optical NxM matrix switch 720A, Fig. 6) operably 
coupled to drop but not add optical data streams wherein the photonic switching fabric 
comprises single sided mirrors configurable to drop but not add optical data streams 
(col. 7, lines 52-55); and 

a combiner (i.e., optical NxM matrix switch 720B and optical multiplexer 730, Fig. 
6) operably coupled to combine passed optical data streams from the photonic 
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switching fabric (i.e., optical NxM matrix switch 720A) together with added optical data 
streams (col. 7, lines 4-58). 

Regarding claims 3, 10, 18 and 23, Goldstein further teaches the added optical 
data streams are not limited to the wavelengths of the dropped optical data streams 
(Figs. 6 and 7). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Goldstein further teaches wherein the combiner is a 
passive coupler (Figs. 6 and 7). 

Regarding claims 5, 12, 19 and 24, Goldstein further teaches the combiner 
comprises filter logic for blocking an out of band optical data stream (Figs. 6 and 7). 

Regarding claims 6, 13, 20 and 25, Goldstein further teaches a demultiplexer 
(i.e., optical demultiplexer 710, Figs. 6 and 7) operably coupled to de-multiplex, optical 
data streams from an incoming fiber and provide the demultiplexed optical data streams 
as inputs to the photonic switching fabric (col. 7, lines 4-58). 

Regarding claims 7, 14, 21 and 26, Goldstein further teaches the photonic 
switching fabric (i.e., optical NxM matrix switch 720A, Fig. 6) is operably coupled to 
output the dropped optical data streams separately from the passed optical data 
streams (Figs. 6 and 7). 

Regarding claims 15 and 27, Goldstein further teaches each added optical data 
stream is maintained in-band using controls external to the combiner (Figs. 6 and 7, col. 
7, lines 4-58). 
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Response to Arguments 


4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 ,3-8 and 1 0-28 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 


5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh Phan whose telephone number is (571)272-3035. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kenneth Vanderpuye, can be reached on (571)272-3078. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
4700. 


Conclusion 



HANH PHAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 


